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E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: SNAR, UN, LA 

SUBJECT: TERMINATION OE UNEDAC/LAOS PROGRAM 
REF: (A) STATE II9I60, (B) GENEVA 7008 

SUMMARY: UN NY HAS RECEIVED LPDR LETTER REQUESTING 
TERMINATION OE DRUG CONTROL OEEICE IN VIENTIANE. RF.XED 
IS RECOMMENDING PROMPT COMPLIANCE ALONG WITH OEEER OE 
EUTURE UNEDAC ASSISTANCE WHENEVER DESIRED. MISSION 
RECOMMENDS DEPARTMENT REQUEST USUN TO CONVEY USG 
SATISFACTION WITH REXED HANDLING OE MATTER TO HIGHEST 
LEVEL UN NY. END SUMMARY. 

1 . UNEDAC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REXED GAVE MISSION OEFICER 
COPY OP LETTER DATED 26 APRIL 1978 PROM LPDR MINISTER OP 
POREIGN APPAIRES A.I. KHAMPHAY BOUPHA TO SYG WALDHEIM 
CONEIDENTIAL 
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REQUESTING THE ENDINP OP THE UN DRUG ABUSE CONTROL OEEICE 
IN VIENIANE. REXED RECEIVED IT PROM MR. ARNAUD, 

DIRECTOR, UN PROGRAM POR DRUG ABUSE IN LAOS, WHO IS IN 
GENEVA ON CONSULTATIONS. FOLLOWING IS TEXT IN UNOPPICIAL 
TRANSLATION: 

BEGIN TEXT: AS YOU KNOW, ALTER NATIONAL 
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LIBERATION AND THE INSTALLATION OF THE LAO PEOPLES DEMO- 
CRATIC REPUBLIC, OUR GOVERNMENT DECLARED THE ECONOMIC AND 
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE COUNTRY AS A NATIONAL PRIORITY, 

IN TAKING AGRICULTURE AS A BASE, ACCENT BEING PUT UPON 
THE CONSTRUCTION OF SYSTEMS OF IRRIGATION, WITH A VIEW TO 
ARRIVING AT SELF-SUFFICIENCY IN FOODS AND TO PROGRESSIVELY 
IMPROVING THE STANDARD OF LIVING OF THE LAO PEOPLE. THE 
FIGHT AGAINST THE ABUSE OF DRUGS CONSTITUTING A PRIORITY 
TASK, THE GOVERNMENT OF THE LAO PEOPLES DEMOCRATIC RE- 
PUBLIC HAD REQUESTED THE ASSISTANCE OF THE UN FUND FOR 
DRUG ABUSE CONTROL AND SIGNED WITH THE FUND AN AGREEMENT 
FOR ASSISTANCE IN THIS DOMAIN. HOWEVER, IT APPEARS THAT 
THE PROBLEM OF DRUG ABUSE IS POSED NO LONGER AT PRESENT, 

THE GOVERNMENT HAVING BEEN ABLE TO RESOLVE IT BY ITSELF 
IN A SATISFACTORY MANNER. THAT IS WHY THE MAINTENANCE OF 
AN OFFICE OF UNFDAC IN VIENTIANE IS NO LONGER NECESSARY. 

ALSO, I HAVE THE HONOR TO REQUEST, MR. SECRETARY GENERAL, 
THAT YOU BE SO KIND AS TO ASK THE UN DIVISION OF NAR- 
COTIC DRUGS TO TAKE APPROPRIATE STEPS TO PUT AN END TO 
THE MISSION OF THE UNFDAC OFFICE IN VIENTIANE. 

I THANK YOU FOR THE SUPPORT AND AID WHICH THE UN HAS PRO- 
VIDED OUR COUNTRY AND PRAY YOU TO ACCEPT, MR. SECRETARY 
GENERAL, THE ASSURANCE OF MY HIGHEST CONSIDERATION. 

END TEXT. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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2. REXED NOTED THAT LPDR BASED ITS REQUEST FOR ENDING 
THE UN NARCOTICS OFFICE IN VIENTIANE ON THE CLAIM THAT 
NO DRUG ABUSE PROBLEM PRESENTLY EXISTS IN LAOS. HE 
EXPRESSED HIS OWN THOUGHTS THAT LPDR IS EITHER UNABLE TO 
PROVIDE A SITE IN ACCORD WITH LAST NOVEMBER'S AGREEMENT 
BECAUSE OF A DETERIORATING SECURITY SITUATION IN THE 
MOUNTANEOUS AREAS, OR IS UNWILLING TO DO SO, HAVING MADE 
A POLICY DETERMINATION TO MOVE THE HIGHLAND PEOPLES 
INTO AGRICULTURAL AREAS IN THE PLAINS. 

3. REXED STATED THAT UN NY HAS RECEIVED THE LAO LETTER 
AND THAT HE IS RECOMMENDING TO HEADQUARTERS THAT IT 
RESPOND PROMPTLY AGREEING TO EARLY CLOSURE OF UNFDAC 
OFFICE IN VIENTIANE BUT OFFERING ASSISTANCE OF UNFDAC 
AND DIVISION OF NARCOTIC DRUGS WHENEVER LPDR MIGHT WISH 
IT IN FUTURE IN ORDER TO COMBAT DRUG PROBLEM. 

4. MISSION OFFICER CONVEYED TO REXED (PER REF A) US 
SUPPORT AND ENCOURAGEMENT FOR HIS CONCEPT OF UNFDAC 
SUPPORTING NARCOTICS ADVISER ON UNDP STAFF. REXED 
EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR US INTEREST AND SAID HE WOULD 
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PROMOTE, AS OPPORTUNITIES PRESENT, IDEA OF FUND MAIN- 
TAINING A PRESENCE THROUGH AEGIS OE UNDP OR EAO. 

5. ON BASIS CORRIDOR CONVERSATIONS, MISSION HAS IM- 
PRESSION THAT REXED IS RECEIVING STATIC FROM UN OF- 
FICIALS WHO EAVORED UNEDAC BOWING TO LPDR DEMANDS AND 
CHANGING LAST NOVEMBER'S AGREEMENT TO PERMIT SELECTION 
BAN DONE SITE, DESPITE US OBJECTIONS TO THAT SITE ON 
TECHNICAL, POLITICAL AND HUMAN RIGHTS GROUNDS. REXED 
OPPONENTS HAVE EASY ACCESS TO SYG THROUGH FAMILY MEMBER 
LOCATED GENEVA. TO ENSURE SYG GETS STORY EROM US VIEW- 
POINT, MISSION STRONGLY RECOMMENDS THAT DEPARTMENT REQUEST 
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USUN, AT APPROPRIATE LEVEL, TO INFORM SYG THAT USG IS 
GRATIFIED BY REXED'S WISE HANDLING OE DIEEICULT SITUATION 
PRESENTED BY LPDR UNREASONABLE DEMANDS RE EINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE TO AGRICULTURAL RESETTLEMENT PROJECT. 
VANDEN HEUVEL 


CONEIDENTIAL 
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